Georgia Climate Change Coalition

Minutes, Annual Meeting of April 25, 2012
Meeting was called to order by Chris Cuomo at 4:10 p.m. in the warehouse at Terrapin Brewery, 265 Newton Bridge Road, Athens, GA 30607. Twenty persons were present early with ten more joining later. Over 100 persons attended the rally after the meeting. Attendees included: Chris Aggeles, Barbara and Claude Burnett, Ken Calkin, Jake Cole, Chris Cuomo, Clint and Pat Doney, Sam Elliott, Gretchen Elsner, Dory Franklin, Sally Giles, Seth Gunning, Sarah Hitchner, Feanin Jeffers, Doug Job, Randy K?, Leigh Kennerly, Robin Lancaone (sp?), Bart King, Mark McConnell, Deanna Periman, Ian Kerra, Ron Nagao, Phillip Reagin, Jess Jensen-Ryan, Janice and Rich Rusk, Tina Sias, Kevin Shulman, Daniel Trisley.. 
Secretary’s Report: no minutes were read.  
Treasurer’s Report: none given.  

Overview of GC3”s first year: interim co-chairs Dory Franklin and Chris Cuomo led the meeting. Dory did the welcome and introduced special guests. Members and attendees briefly introduced themselves. Chris extended the welcome and reviewed the agenda. She also invited us to stay for the GC3 Rally at meeting’s end and enjoy the music, finger food and beer, speakers and visuals.  “We are celebrating GC3’s first birthday!” 

Old Business: 
   Election of officers: Barbara introduced the nominating committee’s slate of candidates for 2012-13: Dory Franklin, President; Doug Job, Vice President; Rich Rusk, Secretary; Miguel Cabrera, Treasurer. Because of health challenges, Rich asked that Barbara serve as assistant secretary. She was OK with this. 

   There were no additional nominations. Members approved officers by 20 to 0. 

   Bylaws reviewed & approved : Chris and Gretchen reviewed highlights from the bylaws, including setup of the board and the board’s role. Miguel projected bylaws on the screen. Discussion followed. Members approved all bylaws by 20 to 0. 

   GC3 board members approved: 19 members agreed to serve: Barbara Burnett, Miguel Cabrera, Chris Cuomo, Duncan Elkin, Sam Elliott, Gretchen Elsner, April Franklin, Dory Franklin, Sally Giles, Seth Gunning, Sarah Hitchner, Phillip Reagin, Jess Jensen-Ryan,  Doug Job, Ian Karra, Bart King, Mark McConnell, Sherry Peterson, Phil Reagin, Rich Rusk. Members approved board members by 22 to 0. 

   GC3 mission statement and goals approved: Chris read the mission statement, which calls for education, advocacy and action. Other members read GC3 goals #1-5. There was brief discussion but no objections.  Chris also summarized the history of the organization and reviewed the carbon pledges developed by Dory and Miguel. 

New Business: 

   Brainstorming session: Chris led a general discussion on GC3’s goals, mission, ideas and action items for 2012-13. Doug took notes on the board..   

   Build a statewide GC3 network (Rich)
   Build climate change curricula for schools at various levels
   More advocacy for alternate transportation  (Gretchen)

   Organize a bike ride for climate change. 
   Engage with outdoor groups, church and civic groups, etc. “Let’s not just speak to the choir – fellow environmentalists.” (Bart)
   Support Trout Unlimited’s national convention next Sept. in Asheville, NC (Rich)

   Become an affiliate of 350.Org, yet remain independent as GC3 (Rich) 

      AND/OR learn from 350.Org about their coalition building.
   Focus on consumer issues: more recycling, compostables & recycled food. 
  Create a program for teaching businesses to become greener; create a carbon reduction pledge for businesses to reduce their carbon footprints; form a business liaison committee; encourage collective buying of energy savings products (Chris).

   Connect with other statewide organizations such as Georgians for Smart Energy so that Georgians can put pressure on government to act (Seth)

   Advocate for utility transformation to wind, solar and other sustainable sources (Georgia is way behind). Advocate for EPA rules to support same. 
   Create a Citizens' Climate Lobby; encourage banks to lend money to sustainable energy projects and green businesses (Gretchen)
  Grow membership and momentum. Meet off campus more often (Sally). Reach out to statewide networks and invite them  into our own work  (Ian). Meet with them on their turf (Rich). 
   Educate UGA. Help change complexion of UGA Board of Regents. The UGA Student Sierra Coalition is preparing to put pressure on the Board of Regents, because so many of the regents have ties to dirty energy.
   Encourage use of existing technology, such as International Bio-Char Initiative (Frank),  

sequesters carbon.  

   .
Announcements/Reports/Upcoming Events:  attendees were urged to stay for GC3’s rally, with music by the Magic Tones, beer and finger foods, a tour of Terrapin Brewery, speakers and visuals– including a continuous loop, slide show featuring highlights of GC3’s formative year.
Next Meeting Date: to be announced. GC3 usually meets at the Odum School of Ecology, seminar room, UGA.   

. 

Final Comments:  excerpts from Rich’s column, “Why GC3 Matters.”  
   Thanks so much for moving the meeting to make it "Rich Rusk accessible."  Sorry about all the warehouse noise. Still don't think I was worth it. 
   But it was a great meeting. Well attended. It moved right along, thanks to Chris and Dory. Solid input from the crowd. It hit all the highpoints. I heard that 100 persons attended the rally afterwards, and that the beer, refreshments, fellowship and especially the movie "Home" at Cine were all terrific. 
   Am not surprised. GC3 is a talented, committed group that really knows how to host an event. I am sure the word is getting out. People are watching us. 
   Last night's meeting/rally is a good template for future annual meetings. The old Athens Observer hosted an annual Christmas party that, over the years,  became a special, "must go" event. GC3's annual meetings could become this as well.  

   I am so proud to be part of GC3. Proud that we fly fishers had a hand in its creation. But especially thankful that so many dedicated people - and a host of very skilled organizers - have stepped up to assist. 

   Over time, the relationships between us GC3 members will grow. The very special people whom we are attracting will really connect. These special bonds will sustain us over the long haul, and help us deal with the hardships and grief that lie ahead. Carbon impacts could end tomorrow, but our planet has already been warmed and poisoned. Climate impacts are here and will become increasingly severe.  We must take this journey together. We will really need to sustain each other on this most difficult of journeys.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Rich Rusk, secretary, Georgia Climate Change Coalition 

706-354-0321; 706-202-7802 cell; richrusk@charter.net      

